Ripple
WELCOME TO APPLE RIVER
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Reaching out to our community
with Jesus’ love
We welcome you and hope you
will visit our church and join us
in worshiping our Lord.

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday, July 2
9:30am Sunday School
10:15am Fellowship
10:30am Worship /Children’s Church

Sunday, July 9
9:30am Sunday School
10:15am Fellowship
10:30am Worship/Children’s Church

Sunday, July 16
9:30am Sunday School
10:15am Fellowship
10:30am Worship/Children’s Church
Semi-Annual Meeting See Pg. 2
Saturday, July 23
9:30am Sunday School
10:15am Fellowship
10:30am Worship/Children’s Church
Saturday, July 30
9:30am Sunday School
10:15am Fellowship
10:30am Worship/Children’s Church
7:00p Sunday Night Live
www.appleriverchurch.org
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Bound and Centered Sets
Pastor Justin

I’ve been sitting under D.A. Carson (Christian Professor
from Trinity Seminary) for the past few days listening to him expound on the concept of “bounded sets” and “centered sets.” I know
it sounds like a lot of mumbo-jumbo, but when it is related to the
Cross of Christ and belonging to the church it is significantly important. A “bound set” is a group of individuals who gather together
and they consider the common ground between them. The bound
set identifies a boundary or a limit on the outer edge and they ask
the question, “who is part of the set and who isn’t.” In church life,
we would use this thinking to ask, “Who is a member of the church
and who isn’t a member?” To define membership, we use the litmus
test of believers only when it comes to belonging to our church. And
this is appropriate and good.
On the other hand, a “centered set” establishes a common center
and asks a different question. They ask, “How close can we get to
the center?” In the case of the Christian life we would ask, “How
close to Jesus am I living?” For the centered set, they are not concerned about the edges of the group. They are not concerned about
the minimums for belonging to the group as in the case of the
“bound set.”
A good example of the difference between these two concepts is a
student in youth group. Some kids belong to the group by virtue of
attendance on Wednesday nights and attending activities. This is
the “bound set.” But the “centered set” is the core group of kids that
is dedicated to living their lives for Jesus and let Christ define all
their relationships. They aren’t asking the question, “How close to
the edge can I live?” Rather, they are asking, “How close to Jesus
can I live?”
In our church, we often get stuck thinking about the “bound set.”
We want to know who is in and who is out. This HAS A GOOD
PLACE. But, we must also be asking the question of the “centered
set.” We shouldn’t be satisfied with just belonging to the church;
rather, we should be pressing into Christ and seek to give Him
Continued on pg. 5
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Keep Our Nation and Church
in your Prayers!

Be informed and involved in the workings of our church.
Committees, have your oral report ready, please.

Pray for God’s guidance in decisions to be made,
and unity amongst us.

Please Note: NO Potluck in July
Independence Day Lessons for Church Life
• Return to the basics — On July 4 we commemorate the origins of our country. In terms of faith, we also periodically need to hear again the foundational
stories of Creation, the Israelites and, of course, Jesus.
• Honor the gift of freedom — “For freedom Christ has set us free … do not
submit again to a yoke of slavery” (Galatians 5:1, ESV). We strive as citizens to
preserve and live out our national freedom. Likewise, as citizens of God’s kingdom we live gladly in the freedom of salvation and share that gift with others.
• Enjoy community — July 4 is known for picnics, parades and other community gatherings. Similarly, the church is nourished by coming together for worship, meals and other special events.
• Be light in the darkness — As fireworks brighten the sky with light and color,
the church is called to display the Gospel’s unique light in a dark world. Our
word dynamite and the Greek word for power — as in, “You will receive power
when the Holy Spirit comes on you” (Acts 1:8) — share a root. Through God’s
power in us, we share Jesus — dynamically! — with others.
—Heidi Mann

Solid Rock Quartet
The Solid Rock Quartet
(Dan Smith, Dennis Shaffer, Rod Wetzig
and Ken Mettler)
will sing at Skonewood
July 13 at 6:30 P.M.
“America stands on two great pillars —
faith and morality. Without these, our
foundation crumbles.”

T.A.C.T.I.C.A.L
(Truth and Action Consortium to
Infiltrate Truth and Lies)

At ARCC July 20 at 6:30 pm
Speaker: Ron Branster
“Resettlements and Immigration”
(The views of the speaker are not
necessarily the views of the church.)

—George Washington

Have You Ever Considered Being a Deaconess?
The deaconesses need a little help. Please consider taking on this type
of ministry. Election of two new deaconesses will be held in January.
The present deaconesses would like to train someone now to take over.
Please consider this opportunity to serve. Contact one of the deaconesses, or a deacon if interested.

5-Day Club will be at
ARCC
Monday through Friday
July 10 – 14, 3:00-5:00. PM
Adults: YOU can lend a hand with 5-Day
Club with crafts and treats.
See Erin for further information. Let’s make
this a good learning time for the kids.

In the Nursery—This sign was posted at a
church nursery:

We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be
changed.
—1 Corinthians 15:51, RSV

“HOLD FAST”
the Theme of
Answer: Calendar Page

The Bible Quiz, puzzle, cartoons, and various articles are from the Newslet
terNewsletter to which we subscribe and have permission to reproduce

Bible Quiz
What is Gideon doing when the angel of the Lord appears to him
with God’s call to lead Israel’s fight against the Midianites?
A. Threshing wheat
B. Harvesting grapes
C. Keeping sheep

Arrowhead Bible Camp
this year
Pray for Kids in camp:
July 2-7: Junior High2 Camp
(Grades 6-9)
July 2-14: Basic Camp (Grades 9-12)
July 9-14: Classic Camp 2 (Grades 3-5)
July 11-16 Pole and Paddle
(Grades 7-12)
July 23-28 Senior High Camp
(Grades 9-12)
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Dareld Lundgren
Paul & Lorraine Aune (1950)
Paul Aune
Bob Traynor
Jordon Newbauer
Nancy LaDoucer
Odrey Rasmussen
Perry & Dorene Melstrom (1959)
Wayne Pearce

4 Wayne & Linda Pearce
5 Justin & Erin Hosking (1998)
14 Samantha Frankson
18 Mackenzie Symbal
19 Jeff Bowers
21 Marvin & Sandy Sias (1962)
21 Bev Richmond
23 Nathan & Amber Elmer

26 Haile Krueger
26 Laverne Stevens
27
29
30
30

Glen & Darlene Holecek (1952)
Diane Berry
Weston Hosking
Dan & Lori Lundgren (2010)

31 Linda Pearce
31 Linda Pearce

(2005)

An Email from Salvation Army regarding an employment opportu-

Stay Anchored

nity, etc.:

Hold fast to the Bible
as the [main] anchor
of your liberties; write
its precepts on your
Please share this with whomever you think. Here is the link to apply: https://
hearts and practice
careers-uscsalvationarmy.icims.com/jobs/2892/case-manager---gracethem in your lives. To
place%2c-st.-croix-county%2c-wi/job
the influence of this
Thank you for helping us get the word out!
book we are indebted
If a person has questions, they should contact Lori Scheder at
for all the progress made in true civiliza715-246-1222.
tion, and to this we must look as our
ALSO, some of you have asked for an updated needs list. Our newsletter
guide in the future.
will be out mid July but in the mean time...
Grace Place Shelter in New Richmond is hiring a full time Case Manager.
Positions like this don't come around very often and we wanted to be certain
we let our church community know about the opportunity.

Toilet Paper, Paper Towels, 55 gal, garbage bags and diapers
(all sizes, esp. 4-6)

—Ulysses S. Grant

Thank you!
Angela L. Moulton
Media and Fundraising Manager
St. Croix, Polk and Burnett Counties Salvation Army
715-246-1222 St. Croix 715-485-1221 Polk
715-497-4438 Cell

Church signs—a part of our culture.
By Stan Miller

LIFE IS SHORT, GRACE IS LONG
proclaims the sign by the Trinity Lutheran Church in Boyceville, Wisconsin.
In Psalms the writer asks God to remind him how short life really is. Like a vapor or wisp of smoke it has been
described. Yet we sometimes fail to grasp its shortness. Our minds just won’t wrap around that idea. Perhaps it’s
because we’re so busy making a living, we fail to make a life. We all have to be told to slow down and “smell the
roses or the coffee”.
Perhaps we’ve experienced trials and tribulations which have made our living more arduous and “slow”. No
matter the reasons behind our thinking, life is short. I know as a youngster I couldn’t wait until school was out,
but I couldn’t wait for it to start again, and there are other rites of passage we can’t wait to experience and before
we know it they’ve come and gone. We’re never really content with our situation on the journey of life.
Grace is long. Once we’ve experienced grace, we tend to appreciate that quality. Our children give us grace for
errors made and we appreciate the gesture. Life seems to pause temporarily when grace is extended. Perhaps
that was a poor analogy, but when God extended his grace we began to experience it’s freeing attributes. The guilt

thing. It is a step in growing closer to Jesus. Joining the body and committing to lift one another up…
that is part of belonging to the body.
It is like this: when you play basketball, the first step is stepping on the court. That is like membership. The second step is dribbling, shooting and passing the ball. In this second step, we continue to
work on our skills and practice. Even great basketball players practice all the time. This is the second
step of living in the “centered set.” It is living for Jesus. That is why Paul can say things like, “Not that
I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that
for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brother and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken
hold of it. But one thing I do: forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on
toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” – Philippians 3:12-14
Don’t get stuck in just going to church and being a member – Continue to press into Christ.

Prayer Notes
Pray for:

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Those with cancer
Those with other illnesses
Those in need of employment
Those being persecuted for their faith
Those separated from family
Those living with degenerative conditions
Those who are hungry
Those who struggle due natural disasters
Those who grieve
Those who are uncertain about the future
Our church
Our pastor and teachers
Our Kids at Bible camp
Our semi-annual meeting
Our President
Our nation

Our Prayer Chains are active. If you have a prayer
concern, contact Bev Richmond (715-268-4226) or
Lynne Peterson (lybrpeterson@yahoo.com).

Hospital Calls: If you learn someone is hospitalized,
please contact Pastor Justin and/or Pastor Bruce. With new
privacy laws, hospitals no longer call when a member or church
friend is admitted. We would rather have several calls telling
us someone is hospitalized than not to know.
The deaconesses also need to know so they can visit, send
cards, etc. Our deaconesses are Joyce Brown, Darlene Holecek
and Lydia Weiberg.

Prayer changes things

The Pastor is in
Every Tuesday morning on New York City’s Upper East Side, Gregory Fryer sits in a Peanuts-style booth offering prayer
and a listening ear to passersby. Initially the pastor wanted to draw attention to his church, but instead he ended up
noticing all the “hungry hearts” in the neighborhood. Fryer has been pleasantly surprised by all the people who open
up to him. “I think they like the idea of a pastor being on the sidewalk,” he says.
Although a sign on the booth reads “Spiritual advice 5¢,” the pastor keeps a plate of nickels handy if people want to
put one in his jar. .Some people donate much more — and some even pray for Fryer.
The pastor says he was inspired by Peanuts character Lucy van Pelt, who has the “audacity, the courage to brazenly
sit there out in public and offer to deal with important matters.”

Shower Helper:
Do you know of someone who could use a shower
chair or bench? Please contact Casey or the church
office, and we will get you in touch with the right

HELP WANTED: ARCC is looking for an IT
type of person to help keep the website up to date.
Sermons need to be added weekly, amongst other
things.
Contact Pastor Justin or any of the deacons if
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6:30p Deacons Meet;
7:30p Executive Bd Meets
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10:00a
Men’s Bible
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Men’s Bible
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10:00a Men’s
Bible Study

19

.

27

20

13

6

Bible Quiz: Answer: A (See Judges 6:11.)

July 30-Aug 4: Adventure Camp (Grades 7-12)

31

July 23-28 Senior High Camp (Grades 9-12)

5:00p Serenity
House
5:00p Fellowshi Group
of Mature Adults

25

24
RIPPLE
DEADLINE

18

17

July 2-14 Basic Discipleship Camp (Gr. 9-12)
5-Day Club Ages 4—5th Grade
July 9-14: Classic Camp 2 (Grades 3-5)
July 11-16 Pole and Paddle (Grades 7-12)

10

ticles MUST BE received by the deadline to be included in the
nd to arcc@amerytel.net (PREFERRED) or put in Ripple box in
e. Bulletin items must be received by Thursday for the next Sunin.
Thank You, Marie

a Praise Team
unday School
orship/Children’s Church
unday Night Live

5a Praise Team
unday School
orship/Children’s Church

5a Praise Team
unday School
ellowship
Worship/Children’s Church
Semi-Annual Meeting

LUCK IN JULY

unday School
ellowship
orship/Children’s Church

raise Team

a Praise Team
4
3
5 10:00a Men’s
unday School
Bible Study
ellowship
orship/Children’s Church July 2-14 Basic Discipleship Camp (Gr. 9-12)
July 2-7: Junior High2 Camp (Grades 6-8)
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