Ripple
WELCOME TO APPLE RIVER
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Reaching out to our community
with Jesus’ love
We welcome you and hope you
will visit our church and join us
in worshiping our Lord.

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday, December 2
9:30am Sunday School
10:15am Fellowship
10:30am Worship /Children’s Church

Sunday, December 9
9:30am Sunday School
10:15am Fellowship
10:30am Worship/Children’s Church
POTLUCK (Circle 5)

Sunday, December 16
9:30am Sunday School
10:15am Fellowship
10:30am Children’s Program

Sunday, December 23
9:30am Sunday School
10:15am Fellowship
10:30am Worship/Children’s Church

MONDAY, December 24
5:00pm Christmas Eve
Service

Sunday, December 30
9:30am Sunday School
10:15am Fellowship
10:30am Worship/Children’s Church
6:30p Sunday Night Live! (Circle 1)
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A Little Bit More…
Pastor Justin

Have you ever noticed how people search for
the “Perfect Christmas?” What they are looking for is the best Christmas
experience that they can find. It might be the search for a perfect present to give away. So, they wander the malls or search the internet
while consuming gallons of eggnog flavored coffee and singing carols.
Or, they might head off into the forest of a local tree nursery to cut the
best tree and drag it home to decorate it. When the family returns home
they trim the tree, bake cookies and watch a nostalgic Christmas show
on TV. Or, a different family might go on a search to find the best decorated home. Rumors of homes 100 miles away draw families to see the
Christmas display that took months to set up. The search for this
Christmas experience is what is magical about this time of the year.
We do it in our churches too. The set up of beautiful displays, singing
of those special hymns and the joy of candlelight services are all part of
the Christmas celebration. Even as a Pastor, there is something inspiring about driving up to the church after a blanket of new snow has fallen
creating a wonderland of examples of the forgiveness of Christ.
Everyone is searching for something during Christmas. Yet, we are reminded by the Grinch in the Dr. Seuss classic, “And the Grinch, with his
Grinch-feet ice cold in the snow, stood puzzling and puzzling, how could
it be so? It came without ribbons. It came without tags. It came without
packages, boxes or bags. And he puzzled and puzzled 'till his puzzler was
sore. Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't before. What if
Christmas, he thought, doesn't come from a store. What if Christmas,
perhaps, means a little bit more.”
The experiences we crave are special. There is something about sitting with loved ones and enjoying the season that helps us to connect
with one another. It isn’t about the spiced-caramel-mocha that you sip
while driving, it isn’t about finding the special gift, nor about the tree,
the cookie parties or the lights. They are all nice, but Luke 1:37 captures
the true essence of Christmas. “For with God nothing will be impossible.”
Continued on Page 2

MISSION STATEMENT
The purpose of Apple River Community Church is to glorify God by helping people to find Jesus and grow
to be like him.
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SPEAKER: MICHELLE RAYBURN
ALL LADIES AGE 5 AND UP
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2018
11:00AM ---1PM
A FREE WILL OFFERING WILL BE TAKEN
Sign up by November 25
A Little Bit More… Continued from Page 1

The impossible thing that the Angel was referring to should not be forgotten. However, the impossible thing is the first thing we overlook. We
sing about it, we see it in stories, we read about it… it becomes so common that it almost ceases to be impossible any longer. The study of science has brought life to barren wombs. We have seen cloning and other
human reproduction miracles. However, if we make the Christmas
story’s miracle about these things, we miss the truly impossible. We miss
that it means “a little bit more.”
The virgin birth is a small miracle compared to what God was really
doing. The concept of an “Incarnate God” is where the real miracle is.
Yahweh sent his son Jesus to be born as a man. That is the impossible
thing. Never before and never since has any god ever been born as a human. Yahweh embodied … the promise of the Old Testament… He would
come and dwell among His people. That is the impossible thing… that is
the “little bit more.”
So, as you see the snow, the trees, the lights, the presents, the cookies,
the family, the displays, the “coffee drinking-present shopping-friend
wondering-through-the-mall,” let them all remind you that Yahweh indeed has done “a little bit more” in sending Jesus to us. Let these trimmings remind you of the reason for celebrating, Jesus.
Pastor Justin

Senior Saints—No Meeting in December
Have a Wonderful Holiday!
Directory
Thank you for signing up to have your picture taken.
Our time slots are full on the two designated days of Nov. 29
& 30. We requested more slots on a later date and will keep
you posted in the bulletin of that date.
Some people are not available to have their picture
taken—such as shut-ins or for other reasons. We will use
their last directory picture or one taken here this spring.
Each person that uses an old picture or submitted photo instead of having your picture taken will cost $10. The cost
puts you in the directory, and you receive a directory.

You and the results are
Evangelism, Discipleship,
and Multiplication.
YOU helped by bringing supplies and
the Sunday School classes packed 32
shoeboxes.
Donations were also received to help
pay shipping.
Thank You for Your Generosity!

The Christmas grump
Uncle Bill had the reputation of being a
curmudgeon. He always seemed to have
something to grumble about. Bill’s friends
and family were used to his demeanor and
usually took it with a grain of salt.
One year, while Bill’s relatives were decorating for Christmas, his young nephew
wondered aloud, “Do you think Uncle Bill
will put up a negativity scene again this
year

Celebrate New Year’s Eve At

See calendar page for answer
The Bible Quiz, puzzle, cartoons and various articles are from the NewsletterNewsletter to which we subscribe and have permission to reproduce

The Bible Quiz, puzzle, cartoons and articles are from NewsletterNewsletter to
which we subscribe and have permission to reproduce.

Bible Quiz
The first chapter of the gospel of Matthew begins with the genealogy of Jesus. In the first verse of Matthew two great Jewish heroes are mentioned as being ancestors of the Lord.
Who were the two?
A. Adam and Cain
B. Abraham and David
C. Ezra and Nehemiah
D. Moses and Aaron

Church
Soup & Game Night
5:00p
Come for a fun night of fellowship. Bring some games,
and soup and/or goodies to go
with soup.
Details to
follow.
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Rod Wetzig
Gary Clark
Tom & Diane Berry (1983)
Gloria Soldner
Mike & Sheila Crim
Randy & Debra Newbauer (1980)
Zach Newbauer
Dawn Lundgren
Don Nelson

9 Mitchell Symbal
9 Duane (Butch) Symbal
10 Bruce Beatham
13 Candice Beatham
13 Noah Frankson
13 Calvin Wright
14 Joyce Brown
14 Donna Sanvig
14 Clyde & MaryAnn Wright

15 Cyrus Elme
15 Ward & Suzette Taber (1984)
20 Larry & Annette Strandine
(1965)

25
26
26
29
30

Deb Brown
Brian & Tonja Nelson (2015)
Wayne & Barb Tanner (1997)
Glen &n Louise Wright (1962)
Mary Ann Wright

(1963)

Mission of the Month—Samaritan’s Purse
Samaritans Purse is a non-profit Christian organization started by and run by Franklin Graham.
Franklin is the son of Billy Graham and an evangelist himself. He has travelled the world preaching the
gospel of Christ. Two years ago, prior to our national election, he preached on the capital steps in all 50
states. He asked Christians to repent, pray, vote and return to God and our U.S. Constitution.
This agency has operated several hospitals in the Middle East and been able to share Christ with patients. Doctors and nurses volunteer for short term assignments in these hospitals. Many children with
heart problems have come to the U.S. for surgery. Doctors have gone over to the mission hospitals and
performed hundreds of surgeries for children with cleft palettes.
Thousands of volunteers work for Samaritans Purse and travel all over the world to help after disasters such as fires, tornadoes and hurricanes. Bibles are given out and the gospel presented to hurting
individuals.
It is time for the annual packing of Christmas shoe boxes. Over 157 million boxes have been distributed in 150 countries during the past 25 years. Local churches pass them out and follow up with biblical
classes. The 12 stories are called “The Greatest Journey”. Millions have been saved because of this program.
Items to bring include school supplies, small toys, non-liquid hygiene products, stuffed animals and
small clothing items. Boxes were packed in November.
Submitted by Judy Nelson

“God can do great things with our
lives, if we but give them to him in
sincerity.”

Date Bars
-Olive Johnson

Crust:
1 3/4 cup flour
—Anna R. Brown Lindsay 1 3/4 cup oatmeal
1 cup brown sugar

“At Bethlehem, God demonstrated that
to love is to give.”
“Strive to be first: first to nod, first to
smile, first to compliment and first to
forgive.”

1 tsp. soda
1/2 tsp. salt
1 cup shortening—melted
(or 1/2 cup butter—1/2 cup butter flavored
Crisco)

Filling: 1 Pkg. dates, 1/2 cup water, 1/2 cup sugar.
Boil gently—low heat. May need more water. Can add orange candy
slices.

Mix crust like pie crust. Put 1/2 in 9 x 9 inch pan. Put filling on next and
top with remaining crust over the filling.
—Anonymous
Bake 350 degrees for 1/2 hour.

Christmas is proof
Christmas is a time to be happy! … A time for celebrating and sharing. For God stoops down to be one of us, born as a
poor baby so that we can be rich. He does not leave us to get along as best we can. He joins us where we are. God is

on line. IF you pass you get a certificate. IT is not limited to only those that have been checked, it is free for
the whole church. As many as want to can do it. No limitation on the number of people.
It teaches you how to spot an abuser and how to spot someone who is being abused. How to know if someone is
being groomed (so they can be abused or worse) and to know if someone is grooming someone else.
It is a totally free service you just click on the link and go through it. You must get a 70% to pass and get a certificate.

By going to the site below you will be able to access the Child Abuse Awareness video training at no cost to you.
When you have completed the video training, start the 25 question quiz by clicking the button at the end of the last
video. :
http://www.mobilizemyministry.com/training/Default.aspx?TrainingID=59a019e6-8045-4341-9138-ebdd1811c833
Information from Deb Brown

“All You Might Ask”
McCrim

God gave a shout out, I’m calling to you.
Answer me son, I’m inviting you to.
I cannot answer, my Father, my King
I am unworthy, undeserving to sing.
I’ve turned my back, I have mocked you with words
Lived as I’ve chosen, your entreaties unheard.
I can’t kneel before you, while in slavery to sin
It’s a weight on my conscience, a stain on my skin.
There in the mirror each time that I look
and I see the results of each choice I took.
Is there a prayer that would let me return?
Show me the way and teach me to learn.
Take me and hold me and tell me your love
Give me your mercy and raise me above.
Mold me and shape me into new flesh and bone.
Make me all yours so I’m none of my own.
Bless me and strengthen, take me to task.
And allow me to be, all you might ask.

Sign up Today!
Bellringers needed!
Volunteer at:
www.registertoring.com
Just 2 hours to make change happen!
A little change, can go a long way
Volunteer your two hours today!
Donations stay local

Thank You!
Need help registering? See Marie

A merry balance
In Luke 10:38-42, Martha gets a bad rap. After all, we need Marthas to get things done and to show hospitality.
(Note that Martha is the one who opens up her home to Jesus in the first place!)
Marthas are needed in December, but holiday preparations shouldn’t shift our focus from the reason for the sea
son. When we become “worried and distracted” as Martha did (v. 41, NRSV), we’re tempted to trade God’s “one
thing” (v. 42) for the world’s many worthless things. Yet if we’re only like Mary, we may forget to let the world know
who we’re celebrating!
So this Christmas, keep a proper balance between your inner Mary and your inner Martha. Take time to “be Mary,”
kneeling at the manger, so that all the merry things you do as Martha have meaning and serve the newborn king.

Our Prayer Chains are active. If you have a prayer concern, contact Bev Richmond
(715-268-4226) or Lynne Peterson at (lybrpeterson@yahoo.com).

Hospital Calls: If you learn someone is hospitalized, please contact Pastor Justin and/or
Pastor Bruce. The deaconesses also need to know so they can visit, send cards, etc. Our dea-
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nday Night Live ! (Circle 3)

25

Serenity House
6:30p Women’s Bible
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Bible Quiz:

11A Ladies
Christmas Te

Puzzle: 1. Herod; 2. Magi; 3. disturbed; 4. Micah; 5. Bethlehem; 6. worship; 7> star; 8. overjoyed; 9. mother, Mary; 10.
bow down, 11, gold, incense, myhhr, 12. gifts, 13. dream,
14. route

10:00a Men’s Bible
Study
5:30p One-Way Club
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10:00a Men’s Bible
Study
5:30p One-Way Club

19

10:00a Men’s Bible
Study
5:30p One-Way Club
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5:30p One-Way Club
Kids Ring Bells for Salvation Army

10:00a Men’s Bible
Study
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